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WAP: The Big Picture 
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¢ƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ƴŜǊƎȅΩǎ ό5h9ύ ²ŜŀǘƘŜǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
ό²!tύ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǿƘƻƭŜ-house energy efficiency program with a 
unique mission.  
 

It reduces energy costs for low-income households by increasing the energy 
efficiency of their homes, while ensuring their health and safety.  

 

Å40,000 homes weatherized on average annually with Congressional 
appropriated funds 

 

ÅAverage annual energy cost reduction of $264 or more per household. 
 

ÅOver 7 million households have received Weatherization services.  
 

ÅSupport over 8,500 direct and indirect jobs. 
 

Weatherization Assistance Program 
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άΧǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ energy efficiency of dwellings owned or operated by low-
income persons, reduce their total residential energy expenditures, and improve 
their health and safety, especially low-income persons who are particularly 
ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘƛŎŀǇǇŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ 

 
Energy Conservation in Existing Buildings Act of 1976  

(Title IV of the Energy Conservation and Production Act), 
 Public Law 94-385, August 14, 1976.  

 
 
ÅThe WAP was created as a categorical Formula Grant which is governed by the 

regulations outlined in 10 CFR 440. 
 
ÅThe Department of Energy administers the program and creates policies to 

interpret the regulations and assist the Grantees in administering the funds in 
accordance with the Congressional intent. 

 

 

 

Enabling Legislation and Regulation 
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Distribution of Funds: The WAP Network 

US Department of Energy 
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 
Office of Weatherization and Intergovernmental Programs 
Weatherization Assistance Program 

Grantees: 
50 State Offices,  
The District of Columbia,  
Native American Tribal Organizations,  
U.S. Territories  

 Subgrantees - Approximately 900 Local Agencies: 
Community Action Programs 
Local Governments 
Agency-Based Crews or Private Sub-Contractors 
 

 

Low-Income Clients 
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Workforce 

Å 5h9Ωǎ ²!t ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 8,500 direct and indirect jobs.  

ïGenerated $476 million in incomes 

ï Increased national economic output by $1.2 billion, using a national 
economic multiplier of 2.93. 

Å On average, approximately 40 percent of WAP work is performed by in-house 
crews and 60 percent is provided by independent contractors such as HVAC and 
insulation companies. 
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Housing Types Served by WAP 

Single Family 

59%  

Multifamily  

23% 
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91% 

9% 
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Measures 

Frequency of Measure Installation, PY 2008 

  
Å The chart illustrates the 

frequency for which measures 
are installed.   
Å In 2008 study, 91% of all 

homes had air sealing.  
Å In contrast, only 6% of the 

homes included installation 
of an air conditioning 
system.   
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Program Performance 

FOR EVERY  

$1.00  
INVESTED IN WEATHERIZATION 

 

$4.50 
IS GENERATED IN ENERGY & 
NON-ENERGY BENEFITS 
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Program Performance by Housing Type-2008 

Å Weatherization is complex - involving over 100 different categories of work 
and over 800 different actions. 

Å Installed measures delivered substantial energy reductions and energy cost 
savings to clients. 

Å Installed measures delivered substantial energy reductions and energy cost 
savings to clients in both building types. 

 

Single Family 

$5,337 saved per unit 

$3,096 spent per unit 

$307 million savings 

Mobile Homes 

$3,053 saved per unit 

$2,961 spent per unit 

$54 million savings 

$6,460 saved per unit 

$3,336 spent per unit 

$35 million savings 

Large Multifamily Small Multifamily 

$4,618 saved per unit 

$2,878 spent per unit 

$24 million savings 
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Non-Energy Benefits ς Impacts on Households 

For every $1.00 invested, $2.28 in non-energy benefits is realized. This represents tremendous 
benefits for families after Weatherization is performed. 
Å Homes are more livable 
Å Households estimated saving an average of $514 in out of pocket medical expenses in the 

year following Weatherization 
Å Participants saved $583 in additional pay per year due to fewer missed days of work (i.e. sick 

days, doctors visits) 
Å The total health and household-related benefits for each unit is $14,148 


